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EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is a statement released Tuesday (April 17) by Robert T. 
Pantzer, president of the University of Montana, Missoula, concerning the acquittal of 
defendants in the work-study trial. 
MISSOULA--
The conspiracy trial by the United States against personnel of the University of Montana 
has come to an end. The conclusion was the finding of "not guilty" to each and every count 
stated in the indictment. 
It was conducted by a most competent federal judge and heard by a citizens' jury chosen 
from the \~estern Montana area. The issues were fully aired in what must be the longest trial 
ever held in Missoula. The jury decision was upon the merits, upon the precise question of 
guilt or innocence. 
The case hardly received only cursory treatment by the prosecution--all of the resources 
and authority of the United States investigative and prosecutive forces were brought to bear. 
At the trial a multitude of witnesses, coming from far and wide, were brought to the court by 
the prosecution. It is evident that the prosecution presented every shred of evidence it was 
able to produce. It was indeed a full and complete prosecution effort. 
It is over and well it should be. The final result was not a surprise to me. I have 
lived and worked with the defendants for a considerable period of time and a conspiracy charge 
against them I deemed to be utterly absurd. 
The defendants, their families and friends have suffered a grievous experience covering 
many months. They deserve to be shed of the whole tragic affair. The University, though not 
charged as an institution, has also suffered, but it will recover--it has before. 
Finally, my faith in the jury system in America is again confirmed, as is my respect for 
the judiciary which is so often subject of criticism these days. To my mind the jury did its 
job and reached the proper conclusion--the trial is over with what I believe to be the 
proper, final result. ### 
